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There is no caufe wherefore we fhould think God more de- 
firous to manifeft his favour by temporal bleffings towards them 
than towards us. Hooker . 

Can ye alledge any juft caufe wherefore abfolutelyye fhould 
not condefcend, in this controverfy, to have your judgment 
over-ruled by fome fuch definitive fentence? Hooker, 

Shall I tell you why ? 

Ay, fir, and wherefore ; for, they fay, every why hath a 

wherefore . Shak . Comedy of Err ours* 

2. For what reafon ? 

Whet cforc gaze this goodly company. 

As if they faw fome wond’rous monument ? Shakcfpeare . 

O wherefore was my birth from heav’n foretold 
Twice by an angel? Mil on s dgonijles. 

Wherri'n. adv. [ivhere and in.] In which. 

Whenever yet was your appeal denied ? 

Wherein have you been galled by the king ? Shakef H. VT. 
Try waters by weight, wherein you may find fome diffe- 

Bacon . 


Milton . 


rcnce, and the lighter account the better. 

Heav’n 

Is as the book of God before thee fet, 

Wherein to read his wond’rous works. 

Too foon for us the circling hours 
This dreaded time have compaft, wherein we 
Mufl bide the ftroke of that long threaten’d wound. Milton . 

This the happy morn 
Wherein the foil of heav’n’s eternal king, 

Our great redemption from above did bring! Milton, 

Had they been treated w r ith more kindnefs, and their quef- 
tiens anfwered, they would have taken more pleafure in im- 
proving their knowledge, ivherein there would be ftill new- 
n efs. Locke . 

There are times wherein a man ouaht to be cautious as well 
as innocent. Swift, 

^ hereunto. [where and into.'] Into which. 

Where’s the palace, whereinto foul things 
Sometimes intrude not? Shakefp, Othello, 

Another difeafe is the putting forth of wild oats, whereinto 
corn oftentimes degenerates. Bacon's Natural Hijlory . 

My fubje£t does not oblige me to point forth the place 
whereinto this water is now retreated. Woodward, 

Their treaty was finifhed, wherein I did them feveral good 
offices, by the credit I now had at court, and they made me a 
vifit. Gulliver s Travels . 

Whe'reness.- n.f. [from where,'] Ubiety. 

A point hath no dimenfions, but only a wherenefs , and i$ 
next to nothing. Grew's Cofmol. 

Where of, adv, [where and of] Of which. 

A thing whereof the church hath, ever fithence the firft be- 
ginning, reaped lingular commodity. Hooker . 

How this world, when and whereof created. Milton, 

I do not find the certain numbers whereof their armies did 
confift. Davies on Ireland . 

’Tis not very probable that I fhould fucceed in fuch a pro- 
ject, ivhereof I have not had the leaf! hint from any of my 
predeceffors, the poets. Dryden, 

Whereo'n. adv, [where 2X\& on.] On which. 

As for thofe things whereon^ or elfe wherewith, fuperftition 
worketh, polluted they are by fuch abufe. Hooker, 

Infecled be the air whereon they ride. Shakefp, Macbeth . 
So looks the ftrand, whereon th’ imperious flood 
Hath left a witnefs’d ufurpation. Shakefp, Henry IV. 

He lik’d the ground whereon fhe trod. Milton, 

Whe'reso. ladv, [ivhere and foever. J In what place 
Wheresoe'ver. 5 foever. 

Thatfhort revenge the man may overtake, 

JVberefo he be, and Toon upon him light. 

Poor naked wretches, wherefoe er you are. 

That bide the pelting of this pitilefs ftorm. 

How fhall your houTelefs heads defend you 
From feafons fuch as thefe ? Shak, King Lear , 

He oft 

Frequented their aflemblies, wherefo met. Milt, Parad . Lofl, 
Can mifery no place of fafety know? 

The noife purfues me vjherefoe er I go. Dryden, 

Whereuntc/. 1 adv " t where and *°’ or unt0 -} To which - 
She bringeth forth no kind of creature, whereto fhe is want- 
ing in that which is needful. Hooker, 

What Scripture doth plainly deliver, to that the firft place 
both of credit and obedience is due; the next whereunto is 
whatfoever any man can neceffariiy conclude by force of rea- 
fon : after thefe, the voice of the church fucceedeth. Hooker, 

I hold an old accuftom’d feaft, 

ILloereto 1 have invited many a gueft. Shak, Ro?n, and Jul. 
Whereto th’ Almighty anfwer’d, not difpleas’d. Milton, 
Wher eupoV. n, f [ivhere and upon.] Upon which. 

The townfmen mutinied, and fent toEflex; whereupon he 
’Came thither. Clarendon. 

Whereupon there had rifen a general war betwixt them, if 
the earl of Defmond had not been fent into England. 

Davies on Ireland . 


Fairy fkhteen. 


Wherewi th. 1 adv.[tvhere and with , or withal.] Wif!j 

Wherewithal, j which. J ' u 

As for thofe things wherewith fuperftition worketh D0 >W a 
they are. ^ F' Ji *uicct 

Her blifs is all in pleafure and delight, Decker. 

Wherewith (he makes her lovers drunken. g>. 

.Northumberland, thou ladder wherewithal ‘ * <uCC: ' 

The mounting Bolingbroke afeends my throne. Sbaieh 
In regard of the troubles wherewith this king was diftrdf i 
in England, this army was not of fufficient ftren<nh to m- 
an entire conqueft of Ireland. Davie, on Ireland 

1 he builders of Babel, ftill with vain deiign, 

New Babels, had they wherewithal would build. Milton 
You will have patience with a debtor, who has an inclin?- 
tion to pay you his obligations, if he had wherewithal re-d'- 
about him. W'cberlr 

The frequency, warmth and affeftion, wherewith \\ 

are propofed. Roger! i Sermons 

But it is impoflible for a man, who openly declares aeainft 
religion, to give any reafonable fecurity that he will not be 
falfe and cruel, whenever a temptation offers, which he values 
more than he does the power wherewith he was trufted ? Swift 

ToWhe'rret. v.a. [ Corrupted, I fuppofe, fro m ferret. ] 

1. To hurry ; to trouble; to teaze. A low colloquial word J 

2. To give a box on the ear. Ainf worth. 

Whe'rry. n.f [Of uncertain derivation.] Alight boat ufed 
on rivers. 

And falling down into a lake, 

Which him up to the neck doth take, 

His fury fomewhat it doth flake. 

He calleth for a ferry ; 

What was his club he made his boat, 

And in his oaken cup doth float, 

As fafe as in a wherry. Drayton's Nymphii, 

Let the veflel fplit on {helves. 

With the freight enrich themfelves : 

Safe within my little wherry , 

All their madnefs makes me merry. Swift. 

To WHET. v, a. [bperzan, Saxon ; wetten , Dutch.] 

1. To fharpen by attrition. 

Fool, thou whet' ft a knife to kill thyfelf. Shakefp. R , III. 

Thou hid’ft a thoufand daggers in thy thoughts, 

Which thou haft whetted on thy ftony heart, 

To ftab at half an hour of my frail life. Shakef. //.IV.. 

This vifitation 

Is but to whet thy almoft blunted purpofe. Shak. Hivnlet. 
Unfophifticated vitriol, rubbed on the whetted blade qf a 
knife, will not impart its colour. Boyle. 

There is the Roman fla ve whetting his knife, and liftening. 

dddifon on Italy . 

Eloquence, fmooth and cutting, is like a razor whetted with 
oil. Swift. 

2. To edge; to make angry or acrimonious. 

Peace, good queen ; 

0 whet not on thefe too too furious peers ; 

For bleffed are the peace-makers. Shakefp. H. VI. 

Since Caflius firft did whet me againft Caefar, 

1 have not flept. Shakefp. Julius C is far. 

I will whet on the king. Shak. King John. 

He favoured the Chriftian merchants; and the more to whet 
him forwards, the bafia had cunningly infinuated into his ac- 
quaintance one Mulearabe. Knolks. 

Let not thy deep bitternefs beget 
Carelefs defpair in me ; for that will whet 
My mind to fcorn. Bonne. 

The caufe why onions, fait, and pepper, in baked meats, 
move appetite, is by vellication of thofe nerves; for motion 
whetteth. Bacon s Natural Hfory. 

A difpofition in the king began to be difeovered, which, 
nourifhed and whetted on by bad counfellors, proved the blot 
of his times; which was the crufhing treafureout of his fub- 
je£ts purfes, by penal laws. Bacon s Henry V li. 

5 Tis a fad contemplation, that we fhould facrifice the church s 

peace to the whetting and inflaming of a little vain curioiity. 

Decay of Piety. 

Great contemporaries whet and cultivate each other, firyh 

Himfelf invented firft the (hining {hare, 

And whetted human induftry by care ; ^ . 

Nor fuffer’d floth to ruft his adtive reign. Dryden s GrA£. 

Whet, n.f [from the verb.] 

1 . The adt of {harpening. 

2. Any thing that makes hungry, as a dram. 

An iv’ry table is a certain whet ; 

You would not think how heartily he’ll eat. Dry en. 

He aflifted at four hundred bowls of punch, not to i mention 

ftps, drams, and whets. # 

Whe'ther. adv. [bpce^ep, Saxon.] A particle expre. mg o. 
part of a disjundhve queftion in oppofition to the other. 

As they, fo we have likewife a publick form, how lo 
G od both morning and evening, whether, fermons mfy rf 00 ^ er 
or no. 

Refolve whether you will or no- 
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‘Perkins’s three counfellors regiftered themfelves fanctuary- 
" anc l whether upon pardon obtained, or continuance 
^thin the privilege, they were not proceeded with. Bacon. 
W 'lf we adjoin to the lords, ivhether they prevail or not, we 
pnvuiph ourfelves into alfured danger. Hayward. 

° Then did’ft thou found that order, whether love 
Or victory thy royal thoughts did move. 

Each was a noble caufe. Denham. 

Epiftetus forbids a man, on fuch an occafion, to confult 
with the oracle whether he fhould do it or no, it being necef- 
farv to be done. Decay of Piety, 

jfbeiber by health or ficknefs, life or death, mercy is ftill 

Contriving and carrying on the fpiritual good of all who love 
D South's Sermons. 

This afliftance is only offered to men, and not forced upon 
them, whether they will or no. . Tillotfon. 

When our foreign trade exceeds our exportation of commo- 
dities our money muft go to pay our debts, whether melted or 

riot Locke. 

ivhether it be that the richeft of thefe difeoveries fall not into 
the pope’s hands, or for fome other reafon, the prince of Farnefe 
will keep this feat from being turned up, 'till one of his own 
family is in the chair. . Addifon on Italy. 

Whether, pronoun. Which of two. 

Whither when they came, they fell at words 
Whether of them fhould be the lord of lords. Hubberd's Tale. 
Whether of them twain did the will of his father ? Mat. xxi. 
Whether is more beneficial, that we fhould have the fame 
yearly quantity of heat diftributed equally, or a greater {hare 
in Summer, and in Winter a lefs ? Bentley. 

Let them take whether they will : if they deduce all animals 
from Angle pairs, even to make the fecond of a pair, is to write 
after a copy. Bentley. 

Whe't stone, n.f [whet and ft one.] Stone on which any 
thino- is whetted, or rubbed to make it {harp. 

The minds of the afflifted do never think they have fully 
conceived the weight or meafure of their own woe : they ufe 
their affedlion as a whetflonc both to wit and memory. Hooker . 
What avail’d her refolution chafte, 

Whofe fobereft looks were vahetflones to defire? Fairfax . 

Whom the whetjlone {harps to eat. 

And cry, milftones are good meat. Ben. Johnfon. 

Diligence ts to the underftanding as the zvhetfone to the 
razor ;°but the will is the hand, that muft apply the one to 
the other. # South. 

A whetfone is not an inftrument to carve with ; but it 
{liar pens thofe that do. Shakcfpeare Illuflrated. 

WheTter. n. f [ from whet. ] One that yvhets or 
fliarpens. 

Love and enmity are notable whetters and quickeners of the 
fpirit of life in all animals. \ ^ More. 

WHEY. n.f. Saxon ; zvey, Dutch.] 

1. The thin or lerous part of milk, from which the oleofe or 
grumous part is feparated. 

I’ll make you feed on curds and whey. Shakefpeare. 

Milk is nothing but blood turned white, by being diluted 
with a greater quantity of ferum or whey in the glandules of 
the breaft. Harvey on Co?ifu?nptions. 

2. It is ufed of anything white and thin. 

Thofe linnen cheeks of thine 

Are counfellors to fear. What, foldiers whey face ! ShakcJ. 
Wheyey. ladj. [from whey.] Partaking of whey; refem- 
Whe'yish. ) bling whey. 

Thofe medicines, being opening and piercing, fortify the 
operation of the liver, in lending down the wheyey part of the 
blood to the reins. Bacon's Natural Hijlory . 

He that quaffs 

Such wheyif) liquors, oft with cholick pangs 
HeT roar. 

WHICH, pren. [bplc, Saxon ; welk^ Dutch.] 

K The pronoun relative ; relating to things. 

The apoftles term it the pledge of our heavenly inheritance, 
fometimes the handfel or earnell of that which is to come. 

Hooker , b. v. 

Do they not blafpheme that worthy name, by the which ye 
?ire called ? • Ja. ii. j. 

In deftruftions by deluge, the remnant which hap to be re- 
fer ved are ignorant. Bacon. 

To which their want of judging abilities, add alfo thefr 
want of opportunity to apply to fuch a ferious confideration as 
may let them into the true goodnefs and evil of things, which 
are qualities which feldom difplay themfelves to the firft view. 

South's Sermons. 

The queen of furies hy their fide is fet, 

And fnatches from their mouths th’ untafted meat. 

Which , if they touch, her hilling fnakes {he rears. Dryden. 
After the feveral earths, coniidcr the parts of the furface of 
Tis globe which is barren, as fand and rocks. Locke. 

2. It formerly was ufed for whd§ and related likewife to perfons; 
as in the firft words of the Lord’s prayer. 

T he Almighty, which giveth wildom to whomfoever it 


Philips. 



Rowe. 


pleafeth him, did, for the good of h ; s church, ftay thofe eager 
affections. Hooker. 

Do you hear, fir, of a battle ? 

Every one hears that, _ . 

Which can diilinguifb found, Shakefp. King Lear. 

Had I been there, which am a filly woman. 

The foldiers flioukl have tofs’d me on their pikes. 

Before I would have granted to that act. Shakefp. II. V I. 

3. The genitive of which , as well as of who, is whofe ; but whole ? 
as derived from which , is fcarcely uied but in poetry. 

Of man’s firft difobeJience, and the fruit 
Of that forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte. ^ ' Milton, 

4. It is fometimes a demonftrative : as, take which you will. 

What is the night ? 

— Almoft at odds with morning, which is wh.ch. Shakefp, 

5. It is fometimes an interrogative : as, whuh is the man. 

Two fair twins. 

The puzzled ftrangers which is which enquire. Ticket . 

Whichsoever, pron. [which and foever.] Whether one or 
the other. 

Whichfoever of thefe be takes, and how often foever he 
doubles it, he finds that he is not one jot nearer the end of 
fuch addition than at firft fetting out. Locke, 

WHIFF, nf ( chwyth , Welfti j. A blaft; a puff of wind. 
Pyrrhus at Priam drives, in rage ftrikes wide; 

But with the whijf and wind of his fell fword, 

Th’ unnerved father falls. Shakefp. hamlet . 

Who, 

If fome unfav’ry whiff betray the crime. 

Invents a quarrel ftraight. Dryden. 

Three pipes after dinner he conftantly fmokes. 

And feafons his whiffs with impertinent jokes. Prior. 

Nick pulled out a boatfwain’s whiftie : upon the firft wh ff 
the tradefmen came jumping in. , Jrbuthnot . 

To WhFffle. v. n. [from whff.] To move mconftantly, 

as if driven by a puff of wind. 

Nothing is more familiar than for a whiffing fop, that has 
not one grain of the ftnfe of a man of honour, to play the 
hero. L'EJlrange . 

A perfon of a whiffing and unfteady turn of mind cannot 
keep clofe to a point of controverfy, but wanders fron\ it per- 
petually. ^ Watts . 

Was our reafon given, to be thus puff d about. 

Like a dry leaf, an idle ftraw, a feather. 

The fport of ev’ry whiffing blaft that blows ? 

Whi'ffler. n.f [from whiffle.] 

1. One that blows ftrongly. 

The beach 

Pales in the flood with men, with wives and boys, 

Whofe fliouts and clapfe out-voice the deep-mouth’d fea, 
Which, like a mighty whiff er ’ fore the king, 

Seems to prepare his way. Shak. Henry V\ 

2. One of no conference ; one moved with a whiff or puff. 

Our fine young ladies retain in their fervice a great number 
of fupernumerary and infignificant fellows, which they ufe 
lik e whiff ersy and commonly call fhoeing-horns. Spectator. 

Every whffler in a laced coat, who frequents the chocolate - 
houfe, fhall talk of the conftitution. Swift. 

WHIG, n.f [)?poe 3 , Saxon.] 

1. Whey. 

2. The name of a fadion. 

The fouthweft counties of Scotland have feldom corn 
enough to ferve them round the year ; and the northern parts 
producing; more than they need, thofe in the weft come in the 
Summer to buy at Leith the {lores that come from the north ; 
and from a word, whiggam, ufed in driving their horfes, all- 
that drove were called the whiggamors, and fhorter the nhiggs. 
Now in that year before the news came down of duke Hamil- 
ton’s defeat, the minifters animated their people to rife and 
march to Edinburgh ; and they came up marching on the head 
of their parifhes with an unheard-of fury, praying and preach- 
ing all the way as they came. The marquis of Argyle and his 
party came and headed them, they being about fix thoufand. 
This was called the whiggamor’s inroad ; and ever after that, 
all that oppofed the court came in contempt to be called 
whigs: and from Scotland the word was brought into Eng- 
land, where it is now one of our unhappy terms of dif- 
un ion. Bur ret. 

Whoever has a true value for church and ftate, fhould avoid 
the extremes of whig for the fake of the former, and the ex- 
tremes of tory on the account of the latter. Sivift. 

Whi'g.gish. adj . [from whig.] Relating to the whigs. 

She’ll prove herfelf a tory plain, 

From principles the whigs maintain; 

And, to defend the whiggi/h caufe. 

Her topicks from the tories draws. Sivift. 

Whi'ggism. n.f [fromwhig.] The notions of a whig. 

I could quote paffages from fifty paniphlets, wholly made up 
of whiggilm and atheifin. Sivift." 

While, n f [iveif German ; jtyfie, Saxon.] Time; fpaceof 
time. - 
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